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out for, daddy ? D'yotj want me to cut you down too ?!,
' What are you saying, my son ? ' I said. ' God forbid 1
If you cut off my head how shall I be able to chew my
bread !~* He laughed and rode off."
" Say what you like, it's easier for a man to kill another.
man than to crush a louse. Men have grown cheap during
the revolution/' the master remarked sententiously.
" That's true ! " the guest confirmed. " Men aren't
cattle, they get used to anything. And so I asked this
woman: ' Who might you be ? By your face you don't
look to be one of the common sort/ She looked at me, her
face swimming in tears, and said : ' I'm the wife of major-
general Grechikhin/ Well, I thought: With all your
major, and with all your general, she's as lousy as a mangy
cat! And I said to her: ' Excuse me, your Excellency,
but if you're going to kill off all your creeping insects at that
rate you'll be kept busy till the Feast of the Blessed Virgin.
And you'll break all your little nails. Crush them all at one*
blow.' ' But how can I ? ' she asked. And so I told her:
' Take off your clothes/ I said, ' spread them out on some
hard spot, and hammer them with a bottle/ And I saw my
general's wife get up and run behind the water-tower, and
I saw her basting away at her clothes with a bottle of green
glass, and doing it so well that she might have been used to
it all her life 1 I stood admiring her and thinking: God
has much to be responsible for; he's turned the insects
loose even on people of noble birth; let them suck their
sweet blood, so to speak, and not always be drinking their
fill of the toilers' blood. God's not a nobody, He knows Hi%
job ! Sometimes He steals quietly up to people and deals
with them so fairly that you couldn't think of anything
better____"
The tailor rattled away incessantly, but,,seeing that the
master and mistress were listening to him with the utmost
attention, he adroitly hinted that he had many more
interesting things to tell, but that he was so famished that
lie felt sleepy.
After supper, as he was making himself comfortable for
the night, he asked Aksinia:
** And you, fellow countrywoman, are you thinking of
making a long stay here as guest ? "
" I'm getting ready to go home, daddy/'